
also provide informa-
tion to parents 
(through this newslet-
ter, our website, and 
meetings), and we get 
involved with county-
level PTA activities. If 
you want to get to know 
our PTA a little better 
and you have Internet 
access, visit the PTA 
website at http://
woodlinpta.org. You’ll 
find the results of the 
spring 2007 survey, 
income and spending 
charts from 06-07,  
(Continued on page 8) 

Dear Woodlin Families: 
The 2007-2008 school 
year has gotten off to 
a terrific start. The 
work on the roof was 
completed just in the 
nick of time, all the 
start-of-school events 
were fun and informa-
tive, and our new out-
door tables have been 
delivered. 
   If you’re new to Wood-
lin, welcome! You’ve 
joined a school commu-
nity with a tradition of 
working in partnership 
with school staff to  

help our school be even 
better. The Parent 
Teacher Association 
(PTA) works to organ-
ize and coordinate eve-
ryone’s efforts. We 

   Membership has its privi-
leges—for Woodlin and our 
students! PTA dues are an 
important part of the PTA 
budget, and help fund many 
of the PTA’s important 
programs and activities. 
For only $10, you can help 
to support After School 
Clubs, FLES, special grade- 

level programs (such as 
the 2nd grade’s “Bread-
bake”), babysitting for 
PTA meetings, Interna-
tional Night, Cultural 
Arts programs, the stu-
dent directory, the news-
letter, the Geography 
Bee, and many, many oth-
ers.  
(Continued on page 4) 

PTA president Linda Gian-
narelli daily juggling act 

  President’s Chat 

Join the PTA!  
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everychild, onevoice 

Volunteer  
Orientation!  

  Have a cup of coffee 
and learn to use the cop-
ier (among other things) 
at the Volunteer Orien-
tation, Friday, Septem-
ber 21 at 9:30 in the All 
Purpose Room.  
    Contact Amy Egan,  
Volunteer Coordinator at 
eganab@starpower.net 
or 301-565-4946.       

SEPTEMBER 2007 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
Wednesday, September 19 
Sally Foster orders DUE. 
  
Friday, September 21 
9:30-10:30 — Volunteer 
Orientation w/ Mindy 
Rosenberg 
  
Monday, September 24 
 8:45 A.M. Town Meeting 
 
Friday, September 28 
(MCPS) Early Release - K-12 
Early dismissal for students 
  
Monday, October 1 
 8:45 A.M. Town Meeting 
 
Tuesday, October 2 
6:30 P.M. PTA Meeting 

http://us.f585.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=eganab@starpower.net�


To make the 
Woodlin PTA 
listserv a 
useful tool 
for 
everyone, 
please 
remember 
that the  
listserv 
is a public 
communica-
tion. 
Observe 
general 
“netiquette”.  

Woodlin ListServ Etiquette: Be Nice 

Sally Foster Wants You—Now! 
It’s Not Too Late for 

Last-Minute Or-
ders! 
Even though the 
deadline for this 
year’s Sally Foster 
gift wrap sale is 
Wed. Sept. 19, 
there’s still time 
to place your or-
ders.  Please turn 
in all orders by 
the end of this 

week, Friday, September 
21. Don’t forget: Pick up 
all orders on Monday, 
Oct. 8, Columbus Day and 
Woodlin’s Open House for 
parents. If you plan to be 
at Woodlin that day to 
observe your child’s class, 
this would be a great time 
to pick up your order! 
   If you don’t want to sell, 
you can make a direct do-
nation to the Woodlin PTA. 

Just return a signed order 
form and check, labeling 
each with “direct dona-
tion.” 
   If you don’t sell any-
thing, remember to sign 
the form and return it to 
your child’s teacher. The 
class with the highest par-
ticipation wins a pizza 
party. 
   Until Nov. 30, you  
(Continued on page 4) 

sign your name on all 
your emails. Include 
your email address if 
you are asking others 
to reply to you, and 
ask them to reply to 
you directly, rather 
than to the entire 
listserv. Please do not 
forward a personal 
email from someone to 
the entire listserv 
without the original 
sender’s permission. 
Please do not include 
the names of staff, 
parents, and especially 
Woodlin students in 
your discussions of 
sensitive topics. Please 
disagree in a friendly 
and respectful manner 
and avoid speculation. 

Finally, our PTA is ex-
empt from federal in-
come tax because it is 
a non-partisan non-
profit organization. 
Because of this, the 
listserv cannot be used 
for political campaign-
ing, however, it is fine 
to talk about political 
issues. 
   Thank you for mak-
ing the listserv a de-
pendable way for 
Woodlin parents to 
communicate and keep 
in touch. 
 
Deb Ferrin 
2007-08 PTA 
ListServ Moderator 
debferrin@comcast.net 

Joining the Woodlin 
PTA listserv is an ex-
cellent way for par-
ents of Woodlin stu-
dents to exchange in-
formation and ideas 
and keep up-to-date on 
issues and events rele-
vant to Woodlin Ele-
mentary and its PTA.  
   To subscribe to the 
listserv, send an email 
to 
Woodlnptsubscribe 
@yahoogroups.com 
   To make the Woodlin 
PTA listserv a useful 
tool for everyone, 
please remember that 
the listserv is a public 
communication. Ob-
serve general 
“netiquette”. Please 

Lynne Yao and Tony Bryne talk-
ing about the value of Sally Foster 



I've learned that people will 
forget what you said, people 
will forget what you did, but 
people will never forget how 
you made them feel.  
—Maya Angelou 
 

W e live in a world 
where raising 
children seems to 

have become increasingly com-
plicated. Over time, schools 
have remained a symbol of sta-
bility and community that rises 
above the challenges we face in 
raising children. In order to 
ensure the success of our chil-
dren, we must take active steps 
to embrace, cultivate, and de-
velop home-school partnerships. 
Evidence shows a strong con-
nection between parent and 
family involvement in schools 
and children's academic 
achievement, attendance, 
attitude, and continued 
education. However, 
families may not become 
involved if they do not 
feel that the school climate–
the social and educational at-
mosphere of a school—is one 
that makes families feel wel-
comed, respected, trusted, 
heard, and needed.  
A positive school climate exists 
when all students feel comfort-
able, wanted, valued, accepted, 
and secure in an environment 
where they can interact with 

caring people 
they trust. A 
positive school 
climate affects 
everyone associ-
ated with the 
school—students, 
staff, parents, 
and the commu-

nity. It is the belief system or cul-
ture that underlies the day-to-day 
operation of a school.  
At Woodlin we believe in the 
importance of parental involve-
ment and encourage a wide 
range of opportunities for par-
ents to become involved their 
child’s education. All too often, 
parents assume that just 
sending their children to 
school and looking at their re-
port cards is enough. Not true! 

If you want 
to be in-
volved, if you 
want to par-
ticipate ac-
tively in the 
relationship 

between your child and the 
school, there are some things you 
can do to make this relationship 
positive and productive.  
Communicate with your child 
about school. This includes talk-
ing to him about his friends, 
activities, and teachers, and 
assignments.  
(Continued on page 4) 

WOODLIN T-SHIRTS: 
Get them while their 

HOT!!  
   Show how proud you are of 
our school by owning and wear-
ing a Woodlin Wizards T-shirt! 

Start the school year with 
spirit, in a clean crisp T-

shirt, hot off the presses! 
 Own more than one T-shirt, 
so you will always have a 

clean one ready for those im-
portant Woodlin events! 
 Parent’s, school spirit is 
not only for the students. 
Show your support for your 
child’s school, and for our 

PTA by purchasing a T-shirt 
designed by one of our very 

own students!  
 We still have some awe-
some Woodlin cookbooks, 

and bumper stickers as well, so 
get them while they last! 

The funds raised by the 
sales of all these items go 

directly to the Woodlin PTA. 
 Order forms can be found on 
the Woodlin PTA website or 
contact Bill or Melita Flannery 
at wflannery@verizon.net .  

BE A STAR 
WIZARD! 

Principal’s Corner 

Principal Sarah Sirgo 

A Positive School Climate 



Set realistic 

goals for your 

child, and then 

focus on one at 

a time.  

Expect, and 

praise genuine 

progress and 

effort. 

 

Principal’s Corner 

Sally Foster Wants You—Now! 
(Continued from page 2) 
have a chance to win an 
Ipod or Nintendo Wii.  To 
enter, log on to 
www.fundraising. enter-
tainment.com and follow 
the instructions in the 
seller’s section. Send 5 
emails to friends, family 
or colleagues to be in-
cluded in the drawing. 
These emails are not 

sold to other companies. 
As always half of all  
sales go straight to the 
Woodlin PTA to help pay 

for field trips, after-
school clubs, social activi-
ties and more. Last year, 
Woodlin families raised 
about $9,000, nearly 

40 percent of  the 
PTA’s budget.  
   Please contact the 
Sally Foster team if 
you have questions or 
would like to volun-
teer:  Jane Curtin, 
Jane_curtin@yahoo.c
om; Lynne Yao, 
lynne.yao@yahoo.com; 
and Vickie Rocha, 
horocha@msn.com. 

Build associations be-
tween what is taught and 
what your child already 
knows and understands. 

If you have 
suggestions 
or ideas on 
the ways we 
can continue 
to build 
positive re-

lationships with our par-
ent community and in-
crease the effectiveness 
of our partnership, please 
let us know. Together will 
we succeed! 

(Continued from page 1)   
   Even if you have joined 
the PTA in previous years, 
you must pay your dues 
every year to remain a 
member of the PTA. If 
you haven’t already, 
please send into school, a 
filled out PTA member-
ship form with your dues 
in an envelope marked 
PTA membership. Dues 
are $10 per person, and 
cash or checks written to 
Woodlin PTA are ac-
cepted. 
    Join today! Your mem-
bership matters! 

(Continued from page 3) 
Show enthusiasm about 
school and homework.  
Set realistic goals for your 
child, and then fo-
cus on one at a 
time.  
Expect, and praise 
genuine progress 
and effort.  
Focus on your 
child's strengths in school.  
Separate your child's 
school weaknesses from 
your child. If your child 
fails a test, he or she is not 
a failure.  

Join the 
 PTA! 

Volunteers,  remember to log your hours in the binder on the office 
counter.  Any questions?  Contact Amy Egan, Volunteer Coordinator at 
eganab@starpower.net or 301-565-4946.  

http://us.f585.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=eganab@starpower.net�


Creating Better Students 
Students are faced with 
more social, emotional, 
and behavioral issues 
than ever before and  
faced with mixed mes-
sages about how to be-
have in different situa-
tions. “Stop and Think” 
offers consistent meth-
ods for student to react 
to negative situations. 
This program was developed by Dr. Howard 
Knoff, Professor of School Psychology, Univer-

sity of South Florida, and it is used in over 1,500 
schools throughout the country including many Balti-
more City Public Schools. 
A focused topic is taught biweekly. The first topic 
“Listening” began on Sept. 10 at the town hall 
meeting.  
Stop and Think Five Step Teaching Process 
▼Teaching the steps of the desired social skill. 
▼Modeling the steps and language of the social skill. 
▼ Role playing the steps with students. 
 ▼Giving Performance Feedback as to how their doing 
with the new skill. 
(Continued on page 12) 

The Girl Scout program is 
based on the needs and in-
terests of girls. Woodlin 
Girl Scouts are divided into: 
Daisy Girl Scouts (for kin-
dergarteners and, as of fall 
2008, K-1st grade); Brownie 
Girl Scouts (ages 6-8); and 
Junior Girl Scouts (ages 8-11).  

   Applications are ac-
cepted on a first-come, 
first-serve basis for girls 
new to Scouting. Due to an 
overwhelming increase in 
Brownie applications this 
year—and availability of 
parents who are able to 
volunteer as leaders for 
existing or new troops—we 
may run a slight waiting list 
for incoming Brownies. If 
that is so, we will get your 
daughter placed in a troop 
as soon as we have open-

ings. 
There are 
still open-
ings in 
our Daisy 
and Jun-
ior Girl 
Scout 
troops. 

To sign up 
your daughter or find out more, 
please contact Caren Madsen, 
Woodlin Elementary School 
Troop Organizer, at Caren-
Madsen@msn.com or call (301) 
587-8128. If you email, please 
include the following in your 
note:  your name, your daugh-
ter’s name and grade this 
school year. Use "New Girl 
Scout" in the subject line. We 
hope to see you and your 
daughter in the Woodlin Girl 
Scout family.  

Our five Woodlin Girl Scout 
troops are accepting fall 
applications for new mem-
bers. Our program at 
Woodlin is outstanding, with 
a great group of leaders. 
After 95 years, Scouting is 
still strong. It's a place 
where today’s girls can be-
come tomorrow's leaders. 
Membership in Girl Scouts 
is open to girls ages 5-17. 
Girls join for fun and 
friendship, but they also 
find out about building 
character and self-esteem 
and serving their communi-
ties —the core qualities of 
Girl Scouting. In Girl 
Scouts, girls find a safe 
place to grow and share new 
experiences, learn to relate 
to others, develop values, 
and contribute to society. 

Woodlin Girl Scout Troops Accepting New Girls for 2007-2008  

In Girl Scouts, girls 

find a safe place to 

grow and share new 

experiences, learn 

to relate to others, 

develop values, and 

contribute to 

society.   

Assistant Principal 
Troy Clarke 



Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration 
Celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month 
September 15-October 15 
Woodlin will celebrate His-
panic Heritage Month. 
Look for displays and ac-
tivities throughout the 
school. You can also cele-
brate with your family by 
attending the following 
kid friendly events around 
town this month.  
 
Saturday, September 22 - 

CANTAMERICA 
 by Ecuadorian, Re-
nato Soria. Featuring 
Latin American mu-
sic from the Andean 
region. Family. 11:30 

a.m. Long Branch Library, 
8800 Garland Ave., Silver 
Spring. Call 240-777-
0910. 
 
Sunday September 30, 2007 

Fiesta DC 2007/
Children’s Festival 
Mt. Pleasant St. 
Washington DC noon
-7pm 
www.fiestadc.org 

Latin American Festival of 
Washington DC 

Dear Woodlin Parents,  
Woodlin is celebrating Hispanic Heritage 
Month (September 15-October 15) 
through a variety of activities. This is an 
excellent opportunity to learn about the 
contributions of Hispanics in the United 
States. It is also a way to celebrate the 
rich culture of our Hispanic students and 
teach them to be proud of their heritage. 
In order to make this a success, we need 
your help!  
1. We need additional contributions, such 
as textile, flags, dolls, children’s books, 
etc, for the display case across the hall 
from the art classroom.  
2. We want to represent any family that 
can trace its heritage to Latin America or 
Spain on a large map in the school. Any 
suggestions for the purchase of a large, 
inexpensive map will be appreciated.   
Other activities  include:  
▪Daily "did you know" facts 
▪Books displayed in media center 
▪Recommended activities for teachers 
and parents 
▪Food tasting at the next PTA meeting 
Please take a moment to visit the displays 
later this month and talk  
to your child about the significance of 
the celebration.  
Gracias, 
Karla Silvestre  
karlasilvestre@hotmail.com 
 

 
The 
October 
PTA  
Meeting 
will fea-
ture a 
special 
program. 
 
Look for  
informa-
tion in  
back-
packs 
soon. 
 
Tuesday, 
October 2 
6-6:30 P.M. 
Pizza 
served 
Meeting is 
6:30 –8:00 
P.M. 
 

DON’T 
MISS 
THE 
NEXT 
PTA 
MEET-
ING! 

http://www.fiestadc.org/�


GIVE AND LEARN! 

BECOME A JUNIOR GREAT BOOKS VOLUNTEEER 

 
Would you like to be trained to help kids in Woodlin’s classrooms with 
their reading and critical thinking? Once trained, parents will lead book 
discussion groups with advanced readers in grades 3-5—over 50% of 
the Woodlin students in those grades—using the Junior Great Books 
materials (and possibly 2nd grade). 
 
Woodlin’s Jr. Great Books program is supported by the Woodlin PTA, 
and is led by a parents like you. The program is fully supported by the 
school, takes place during regular school hours, and allows parents ac-
tive participation in the students’ core curriculum. We need additional 
volunteers. 
 
Volunteers must attend a training session. The PTA will cover the costs 
for a limited number of parents (although volunteers are welcome to 
make a donation to defer to costs). Training is available in Rockville on 
9/25-26; 10/11-12, or 11/27 -28 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  There are 
two-day workshops, but parents can attend both days or only the first 
day. Parent volunteers also must commit to lead at least one, six 
weekly sessions. Sessions are approximately 45 minutes to an hour. 
 
If you would like more information about the Jr. Great Books program, 
you can check out the website at www.greatbooks.org, or review the 
materials Woodlin already has for the program by contacting Mrs. 
Tencer.  With questions, please contact Julie Kaplan at 301-495-3129 
or jubekaplan@starpower.net. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION OPEN FORUM ON OCTOBER 11 

The Montgomery County Board of Education is having an open forum on Thursday, October 11, 
2007, 7-9:30 p.m., at Wheaton High School. Parents, staff, students, and other community mem-
bers can share their thoughts about aspects of Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) that 

are working well and those areas needing improvement. The Board of Education will use the infor-
mation in updating the school system’s Strategic Plan and in setting priorities for the Fiscal Year 
2009 Operating Budget.  Foreign language interpreters will be available (in Spanish, Chinese, Ko-
rean, Vietnamese, and French), and child care will be available.  Individuals may sign up to speak 
by calling the Board of Education office at 301-279-3617. Each participant may speak for three 
minutes.  If you have ideas but can not attend, you can submit comments via the web, at http://

www.mcps.k12.md.us/community/forums/feedback. 

Woodlin Kin-
dergarten Fam-
ily Social is ten-
tatively sched-
uled for  
Sunday, Sep-
tember 30 from 
2-4 at Fairview 
Park. Check 
the listserv or 

contact Marie 
Hull, Kinder-
garten Liason 
for more infor-
mation at 
mariehull99@ 
hotmail.com 

Picnic 

KINDERGARTEN 



“We want to 

maintain and 

hopefully expand 

on the great work 

done last year to 

improve 

Woodlin’s 

outdoor space; 

we’ll continue 

with Fun Friday 

recess periods . . .  ” 

President’s Chat 

HOMEWORK PACKS 
  
   Many thanks for the generous contributions of 
school supplies that were assembled in grade-
appropriate bags and given out to students who 
might not have materials at home. Mrs. Mata and 
Mrs. Rosenberg oversaw the  distribution of 15 
homework packs to students in grades 1-5, who are  
now well stocked at home and better prepared to 
tackle their homework. 
  Thanks again for your generosity! 

—Ellen Sands 

Visit our PTA 
website at 
http://
woodlinpta.org 
for calendars, 
past newslet-
ters, links to 
the county, 
state, and  
national PTA 
websites, to 
join the 
ListServ and 
much more! 

soon: activities to recognize His-
panic Heritage Month (from now 
through October 15th), and the 
International Dinner on Saturday 
November 3rd.  Please join us at 
the   PTA meetings (free pizza 
and free child care!), at the In-
ternational Dinner, and at other 
PTA social and information events 
through the year.  Everyone is 
always welcome. 
   Many thanks to all the PTA board 
members who worked this summer 
to plan for the school year, to the 
volunteers who made the Open 
House and Staff Breakfast happen, 
and to everyone who has accepted a 
PTA job or volunteered to help out 
at school.  See you at the October 
2, PTA meeting! 

(continued from page 1) 
past newsletters, and a place to 
click if you want to become a mem-
ber of the Woodlin PTA listserv 
   Our PTA had a huge list of accom-
plishments last year (I bragged 
about them in my note in the August 
newsletter) and we’ll be building on 
those accomplishments this year.  A 
few examples:  We want to maintain 
and hopefully expand on the great 
work done last year to improve 
Woodlin’s outdoor space; we’ll con-
tinue with Fun Friday recess peri-
ods; and the Junior Great Books 
program—which started at Woodlin 
last year—will continue this year, 
thanks to parent volunteers. 
   We’ll also have some new activi-
ties, two of which are coming up   

http://woodlinpta.org/�
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STARTS 
OCTOBER 9, 2007--TUESDAYS 

AND 
OCTOBER 11, 2007--THURSDAYS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We're offering some of our old favorites: yoga tales, creative arts, interact stories, 
fencing, and more! We're also offering new clubs:  my body club--learn what skele-
tons fear, listen to your heart with a stethoscope; read out loud club; and science 

inquiry, with the wonderful Ms. Beeson. 
  

You should have already received the after school club packet including the regis-
tration form in your child's backpack.  Please sign up your kids for a club, and 

hand in the form with payment by Sept 21 in the PTA mailbox. 
  

The after school clubs will be great fun, and the best hour your kid will spend! 
  

Questions??? 
  

You may contact Abbi Lichtenstein 
jams4@starpower.net 

301-587-1871 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

The PTA focus areas, based on conversations and the Spring 2007 surveys: 
 

 •Promote a sense of community among all Woodlin families   •Support the arts 

• Promote health and physical fitness  •Help all kids achieve & excel 



PA G E  1 0  

PTA MEETING 
 THANK YOU’S 

    Thank you to everyone who 
brought drinks and desserts to 
the first PTA meeting on Tues-
day night.  We had a good turn-
out for the first meeting.  20 
pizzas were quickly consumed 
and the drinks and desserts 
were enjoyed by all!    
—Carol Woodside 

can’t be 
faded. All the 
items must be 
very readable 
on the re-
ceipts. The 
receipts have 
to be submit-
ted by the 
end of Janu-
ary 2008; af-
ter that time  
the 2008 receipts will be col-
lected. 
Let’s help Woodlin and a commu-
nity store, too!  
   If you have any questions, con-
tact the chairman, Richard Harris 
at 301-585-1796 or via email at 
richamy@rcn.com 

   Sniders is a huge supporter 
of Woodlin through its receipt 
program. Parents or kids can 
drop off their Snider's mar-
ket receipts in the receipt box 
that is in the mailroom. The 
box will be checked about 
every two weeks. A percentage 
of the total amount is paid to 
Woodlin. Last year’s receipts 
total netted the school 
$3,000.  
   In order for us to receive 
the monies, the receipts have 
to be in good shape and read-
able. Sniders receipts can be 
wrinkled but can't have any 
watermarks, food, or other 
things on them; they can't 
have torn off parts; and they  

Shopping for Fun and Purpose 

PTA Staff Appreciation Lead Volunteers Sydney Trent 
and Bruce Seeman would like to extend a big THANK YOU 
to all who contributed to a very successful staff break-
fast on Aug. 23. Kalyani Chadha and Alice Witt picked up 
the baton while we were on vacation to make sure the 
event went smoothly, receiving food, setting up, serving 
and cleaning up with a strong assist from Julie Savage. 
Ramesh Kurup contributed flowers and Lynne Yao, Carolyn 
Niles, Noelle Kurtin, Katharine Rowell, Mary Press, Julie  
(continued on page 11) 

 Staff Appreciation  
  Staff Breakfast 



 
 

 

  
 

Every time your bonus or club card (or telephone number) from GIANT or SAFEWAY is swiped or 
entered, a percentage of your sales is credited to Woodlin. This cash can help pay for computers, 
equipment, books, and supplies or use the money for field trips and/or school programs.  It’s 
quick, easy, and free!  EACH PERSON/FAMILY MUST DESIGNATE YOUR CARD(S) FOR 
BOTH GIANT AND SAFEWAY EACH SCHOOL YEAR.   
 
HOW TO DESIGNATE YOUR CARD(s): 
1. Go online for Giant Food - www.Giantfood.com/aplus enter our school id# 00913. Go online for 

Safeway – www.eScrip.com enter our school id# 6589421. 
2. Call Giant Food at 1-877-366-2668 .  
      Call Safeway at 1-800-801-4973 (there is no live person but renewal is quick and easy). 
3.    Stop by your local grocery store and fill out a designation form. 
4.     Look for a flyer coming home soon in your child(s) backpack.  Fill it out and return via their 
backpack.  
5.    Stop by the hallway near the front office - look for the Giant/Safeway folder on the wall – 
fill out and place it back in the folder.     
 
Encourage relatives, friends etc. to choose Woodlin as a choice (each card can designate 2 addi-
tional schools.  This is great for those whose who have other children in other schools to support 
several schools at the same time.  Your credit will be evenly distributed among the schools.  Last 
year your contributions brought in $1594.92!   
Let’s try and get that amount even higher this year. It only takes a minute—the deadline is Oc-
tober 1st.   If you need any assistance, have a damaged or lost card contact Sheryl Klein via e-mail 
srcklein@hotmail.com or call 301-585-697. 
 

START SHOPPING & SEE YOUR DOLLARS ADD UP! 
 

Shop and Bring Home Money 

(continued from page 10) 
Savage and Jane Curtin brought their cooking talents to bear to provide the food. The PTA 
deeply appreciates your willingness to show the staff at Woodlin how much we care and value 
what they do every day for our children. 

Staff Appreciation Staff Breakfast 



(Continued from page 5) 
▼Applying and having students use the skill as much as possible during 
the school day to reinforce. 
The Stop & Think Process for Teaching Social Skills (Language of the 

Program) 
▼”Stop & Think”-Gives students time to 
calm down and think about how to handle the 
situation. 
▼”Are you going to make a good choice or a 
bad choice?”-Student decides. Teacher also 
lets student know what a good and bad 
choice is. 
▼”What are your choices and steps?”-Helps 
students develop a plan for performing the 
social skill. 
▼”Do it!”-Completed when student actually 
carries out their steps or choices. 
▼”Good Job!”-Students positively reinforce 
themselves. 
 

Creating Better Students 

In our own backyard is one of the most tasteful eateries in Silver Spring, Pattys Place Latin 
Grill at 9224 Warren Street. Woodlin student Alex Hernandez’s (fifth grade student, Ms. 
Barrish’s class) family owns this  wonderful restaurant.  
  The tasty Salvadorian cuisine is prepared daily by Alex’s mother and 
father, Velma and Alex Sr. Starting daily at 5:00 a.m., the family comes 
in to prepare the daily special and customer’s favorite dishes. The res-
taurant opens for breakfast at 6:00 a.m. Alex and his two sisters also 
work in the restaurant. One sister is majoring in Criminal Justice at 
Montgomery College and the other is a high school sophomore who 
dreams of becoming a teacher.  
   Velma’s long-time dream of owning restaurant was realized five years ago. She wanted to 
share her special talent for cooking, which she learned from her own mother and uncle. All 
the food served is homemade.  The Hernandez’s moved into the area two years ago to be 
closer to their business.  
  If  you have not had the pleasure of eating at the Latin Grill, you have missed a treat! Stop 
in for a traditional Salvadorian culinary delight! 

Woodlin Family Spotlight: Pattys Place Latin Grill 



 

J O I N  U S  F O R  T H E   
O C TO B E R  
P TA M E E T I N G  
T U E S D AY,  
O c t o b e r  2 ,  2 0 0 7  
6 : 3 0 - 8  P M  
W O O D L I N  
A L L - P U R P O S E  R O O M  
P i z z a  s e r v e d  f r o m  6 - 6 : 3 0   
Enter the school from door near the parking lot 

▲Wizards PTA News published by PTA volunteers.  ▲Editor: Pat Price   ▲Reproduction: Deb Ferrin      

Free Parenting Workshops 
The Montgomery County Public School Parent Academy is a service provided 
by MCPS. The Parent Academy offers information on workshops for parents 
and other family members. There are a variety of topics to choose from. 
Listed below is a small sampling of available courses: 

    Succeeding in middle school 
    Managing your finances 
    Navigating the school system 
    Understanding ADHD 
    Bullying Prevention 
 

All the workshops are free and held at schools throughout the county. Free 
child care and language interpreters are available. For more information call 
301-517-5940 or 301-279-3100. Or go to the website link http://
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/parentacademy/ 

We’d love to hear 

from you. The next 
Wizards PTA 
News deadline is 
October 3. Send 

your news and 
comments to  

patpriceinsodor 
@yahoo.com. We 

look forward to 
hearing from you! 



EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President Linda Giannarelli 301-650-2475 lgiannar@ui.urban.org 

Vice President Karen Sharp 301-585-3232 kdsharp334@hotmail.com 

Secretary Michelle Radecki 301-588-3934 mradecki1@aol.com  

Treasurer Ramesh Kurup 240-350-4075 rameshjayakurup@hotmail.com  

Chair, Membership Services Laurie McWright 301-587-0682 mcwright@rcn.com  

Chair, Outreach Shelly Duckett 301-222-7689duckettshelly@yahoo.com  

Chair, Enrichment Programs Chris Rutledge 301-585-9409crnkar@yahoo.com  

Chair, Fundraising Programs Jane Curtin 301-565-2411 jane_curtin@yahoo.com 

Chair, Health and Safety Julie Savage 301-587-7880 five.savages@verizon.net  

MCCPTA Representatives Lisa Otterstrom 301-588-4533 gregerotter@aol.com  

Principal’s Designees:  

Jennifer Smakula 301-650-6440 Jennnier_L_Smakula@mcpsmd.org  

Kate Bradshaw 301-650-6440 Kate_E_Bradshaw@mcpsmd.org  

 
Support your school!  Join the Woodlin PTA! 

 
Parent/Guardian #1: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian #2: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Student name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Add my email address to the Woodlin PTA listserv. 
 
Number of PTA members: __________ x $10    =        $________________ 

Tax-deductible donation (PTA membership not required):      $________________ 

     TOTAL ENCLOSED:     $________________ 

 
Please return this form with cash or check written to the Woodlin PTA, 

and send back to school in your child’s backpack in an envelope 
marked PTA MEMBERSHIP. 
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