Woodlin Elementary Parent Teacher Association Newsletter

April 2009

PRESIDENT’S CHAT

Welcome back from Spring
Break! We are headed into
the homestretch of the aca-
demic year, and | want to
take this opportunity to thank
all of you for making this
year successful by commit-
ting your time, energy and
ideas. | have met and
worked with so many of you
throughout the year, and |
really believe that your ef-
forts make the Woodlin com-
munity a better place for our
children. | am proud to be a
part of an organization that
is dedicated to helping our
children succeed; from the
enrichment programs we
organized, to the classroom
support we provided; from
the family events we organ-

ized to cultural
events we
funded, this
could only be
accomplished
by your volun-
teer efforts. |
am equally
proud to be
part of an or-

President Lynne Yao

contact one of the mem-
bers of our nominating
i committee: Lisa Alton,

.| Karen Sharp or Elly Sulli-
van. If you're considering

commit to a leadership
role in the PTA, please
talk to one of our officers
or lead volunteers; it may

ganization that is willing to
listen to each other and dis-
cuss issues openly and hon-
estly.

But, there is always more to
be done, and that includes
planning for next year. We
are actively recruiting next
year's PTA officers and lead
volunteers. If you are inter-
ested in taking on a leader-
ship role in the PTA, please

not take as much time as
you think! Remember, as an
officer or lead volunteer, you
will be helping to set the
tone and agenda for the
PTA next year.

We have several great
events lined up before the
end of the school year. The
Earth Day celebration will
take place on April 21 and
(continued on page 2)

WOODLIN CELEBRATES EARTH DAY

Woodliners will cele-
brate Earth Day on
Wednesday, April 23.
Students from each
grade will help to
plant trees and shrubs
near our improved
woodlot. Gina Riazi,
Woodl inds
naturalist will super-
vise the planting.
This wonderful ex-
perience helps to pro-
vide students with ex-

citing, hands -on
learning that not
only increases their
knowledge but al-
lows them to learn
science in a kid -
friendly atmosphere.
Of course, Earth

Gr €Day would not exist

at Woodlin without
the help of many vol-
unteers! Come out
and join the fun. Vol-
unteers are needed

for Tuesday, April
22 and Wednesday,
April 23. Please e -
mail Hira Girglani at
girhir@gmail and
indicate the day(s)
and time(s) that you
will be available.
Help make this a
memorable day for
Woodliners!

i Hira Girglani,
GreenKids,
Coordinator
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SAVE THE DATE

April 23 g
il

Book Fair
at Woodlin

When: 6:0019:00 P.M.
Where: Woodlin Gym

Woodlin Elementary
I 7 7 Ig

everychild. onevoice
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Get Ready for the Spring Fair
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President’s Chat

(continued on page 2)

Join the fun at the annual ment. The winning basketball 22. The Audubon Society’s GreenKids
Woodlin Spring Fair on Satur- team will receive trophies. Pr<.)gram will be here to help our stu-
day, Mc'_;l y 9. Thi s Lookformoreinformation in dents with spring planting around the
feature many inflatables and backpack fI_yers. _ school, and we need parent volunteers
table games, arts and crafts, At Woodlin, fun is often com- ] T

e . . ; _ to help with this important event.
face paintings, balloons, our bined with learning and this Thanks to Hira Girglani and Dena Leib-
annual plant sale i and back yeards Spring Fa - forithgir héf‘p or&a?ﬁzﬁ]getkﬁs'
by popular demand, a fashion tion. The Montgomery County event. The Spring Book Fair is also
show. Newly added activities Police Department will feature - v;/eek' mark your calendars for
are a variety show and a three a 911 simulation so children Thursday évening April 23. We have a
on three basketball tourna- will know how and when to call ’ '

- 911, fingerprinting and bike
P ’ 3 \ A registration.

- - (continued on page 4)
3
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great selection of books for purchase,
and fun activities for everyone, includ-
ing a book signing by one of our
Woodlin parents, Julie Savage. Re-
member that proceeds from this event

THE BOOK FAIR IS COMINGEnas o v n e dasarooms.

i —JWHO + WHAT  =Booklovers @ the Spring Book Fair
‘ WHEN: Thursday April 23 - Friday April 24

FAMILY NIGHT THURSDAY
6p-9p

Extended Hours New This Year! i Open until 5:00pm on FRIDAY

WHERE: WOODLIN Gymnasium

HOW + WHY  =Class previews & Family Night lead to having fun, finding

cool books, and supporting Woodlin classrooms

Hear guest author & Woodlin Parent
Julie Savage talk about her new book
Women Making America

Wizards PTA News published by Woodlin PTA 11 times per yeab&ditor: Pat Price DEditorial
Staff: Sharon Bisk, Heather Lair, Alice Stephens, Carol Woodsid&€hotocopying : Deb Ferrin

What a great way to enrich our chil-
drens’ classrooms! Thanks to Alexis
Ruffin and Evita Smedley for organiz-
ing this event. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact either
Alexis or Evita.

And, of course, the Woodlin Spring
Fair is fast approaching! This year
promises to be even bigger and better
than last year! We have added a stu-
dent variety show and a 3-on-3 basket-
ball tournament for the kids to enjoy,
and have expanded the community
service and flea market tables! Please
contact Shelly Duckett if you are inter-
ested in volunteering for this year's
event. And remember, the Spring Fair
is not a fundraising event; we sell tick-
ets just to defray the cost of the
amusements and games. The real pur-
pose of this event is for the Woodlin
community to spend a fun afternoon
together and celebrate Spring!

In closing, | would like to invite all of
you to our PTA meeting on May 5. We
will elect new officers at this meeting,
and it is important for the new officers
that will be elected that you come out
and show support for their candidacy. |
look forward to seeing all of you at the
meeting, and at all the other events
that will be taking place this spring.

d Lynne Yao
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Pennies for
Patients
Succeeds!

This year 6s Pen
Patients campaign was a
tremendous success. We

raised $688.08 for the

g TheLovkemisk
?evnn\eﬁ
?Qt,rents

E——

Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society! Not only did we meet
our goal of $500, but we
SURPASSED it! Plus, we
raised about $300 more than
we did last year! | am so proud
and thankful for the generosity
of our staff, students, and their
families.

0 Theresa Stephens,

Media Specialist

PRI

At Woodlin Elementary,
we believe in responsible
ving We Ha® ftwo main
programs that we sup-
port in order to encour-
age the adoption of
green habits in our staff

and students: SERT and [RaiEiREReSEY

GreenKids.
SERT (School Energy and Recycling
Team) is a Montgomery County
Public Schools program that pro-
motes recycling and efficient and
responsible energy use. The pro-
gram is implemented by a SERT
team, made up of a captain, stu-
dents, teachers, parents, building
managers and staff. We practice en-
vironmental stewardship, actively
participate in recycling, and imple-
ment energy saving strategies to
earn quarterly awards. SERT pro-
vides Woodlin with energy conserva-
tion and recycling resources and
custom level support for implement-
ing those resources. The SERT pro-
gram reinforces conservation aware-
ness and encourages students to
t hi nk -a-the-biicoxuct
servation strategies. Efforts to en-
courage recycling in our school offer
excellent leadership opportunities for
students.

Woodlinbs other
GreenKids, (sponsored by the
Audubon Naturalist Society) which
focuses on creating outdoor class-
rooms and restoring the natural
habitat surrounding Woodlin. Phase
| of the restoration started in the fall
with the planting of native trees and
shrubs. We also installed a foot
bridge over the stream bed and a
council ring for seating. In celebra-
tion of Earth Day on April 22, all
Woodlin students will participate in

NCI

Green

ener
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S COR E

PALO

the final phase of our nature
conservatory restoration. Stu-g
¥ |dents will plant over 50 shrubs:
that were secured by the Audu-a
bon Society in partnership with:
“|Woodlin. We need parent vol-=
unteers to help dig holes ong
April 21 in preparation form
planting the shrubs. If you arej
able to volunteer, please contact-
us at school. g
Here are some other ways to en-®
cour age your Cc
greeno! .
Reduce electricity and explaln.
ato your children that lights,3
computers, televisions andms
furnaces use energy, and that en-:
ergy is in short supply. "
Go shopping together to buyg
power bars and plug your electron- -

ics into them. .
Shut off the water while:
& ¢ brushing teeth. g

Walk, ride a bike or take the'
bus instead of traveling by car. .
Take faster showers or bathsg
a using just a small amount ofm
water. g
Hang clothes to dry mstead-
of putting them in the dryer. e
Choose products that are not-
a overpackaged. .
Recycle and explain to yours
kids that every bottle and can theyyg
use is waste that just sits in a blg'
pile at the loca
recycle. Get children
involved by making it
their job to sort recy-
clables and take them
out for pickup.
Take nature walks and look
at the trees, flowers and sky.

0 Sarah Sirgo
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LET YOUR KIDS
TRAVEL THE WORLD

The Geography Bee teams will be chosen this
month—has your child been studying?

Geo Bee packets have already been sent
home with third, fourth and fifth graders and
should be completed
by Friday, April 17.

_ The class with the
highest percentage of
completed packets will
win a pizza party! Stu-
dents should know the
capitals of each state or country in their pack-
ets, and in which region of the US each state
is, or in which continent a country is located.

Preliminary Bees will be conducted in the
Media Center for each third, fourth and fifth
grade class the week of April 27-May 1. The
top four performers of each class, plus two
alternates who must be ready to step in if
needed, will represent their class in the final
bee at the end of May.

Take a few minutes to quiz your child on
capitals and regions. You might be surprised
by how much they know!

d Lisa Walker and Alice Witt,
Geography Bee Coordinators

Get Ready for the
Spring Fair!

continued from page?2)

Fabulous food will be provided by Ar-
mandds Pizza, Pattyd
others. There will also be jerk chicken
and beef, hotdogs and hamburgers,
cotton candy, snow cones and popcorn.

This day would not be possible without
the generosity of Woodlin volunteers.
Sign up today. Students can receive
Service Learning Hours for volunteer-
ing. Contact Shelly Duckett for more
information at 301 -326-2237 or
duckettshelly@yahoo.com.

i Shelly Duckett,
Spring Fair Coordinator

-

«
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p
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Great Reads: Celebrate ABagific American Heritage Month

May is Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month! What better way to celebrate
Asian culture than to share a book with
your child? Here is a short list of some
of my favorite stories from the Woodlin
Media Center. For a longer list of
books, drop me an e-mail at
Theresa_Stephens@mcpsmd.org. Ask
your child to check one out from schooal,
or stop by the public library. Happy
Reading!
Picture Books
So Far From the Sea by Eve Bunting
This beautifully illustrated book follows
yem afamily as they

4 revisit a Japanese
Internment camp,
and the feelings of
the father as he
remembers his life
there. This book is a
great discussion piece on what it
means to be an American.
Daisy Comes Home by Jan Brett
Daisy is one of the six happiest hens in

B s China, but the other
%"“3&","“"’% hens arenot
S o Daisy very nicely. After

% _ 1 being kicked out of the

P ¥4 hen house, Daisy ends
up roatmg in a basket down the river,
and snatched up by a fisherman who

plans to sell her
owner, Mei Mei, rescue her from the
cooking pot?

Min-Yo and the Moon Dragon by
Elizabeth Hillman

Lat I Mrhd3hobr id getfhg o
¢ 2] close to the Earth, and wise

woon 4 men from all over China
search for the lightest per-
son who can climb the frag-
ile cobweb ladder to the moon, talk to
the moon dragon, and solve the prob-
lem. Finally, they find Min-Yo, who im-
mediately sets off on this quest.
The City of Dragons by Laurence Yep
eme—  Inasmall village, there
T

MOON
DRACON J

lives a boy with the sad-
dest face in the world.
Everyone who sees him
becomes sad as well, and
they avoid him. One day, the boy runs
away from home and joins a caravan of
giants, who take him to a city of drag-

ons under the sea. Itis there that the
boy learns the true power of his sad
face.
Nine-in-One Grr! Grr! By Blia Xiong
A folktale from Laos, this book follows
: j aTiger who is lone-
T B some and waiting for
"aRCaMH cubs. She decides to
‘ i Visit Shao, the god of
4 the sky, to find out how
many cubs she will haved nine cubs
each year! Hearing this, the Raven
does her best to make sure Tiger has
as few cubs as possible.
Chapter Books
Kira-kira by Cynthia Kadohata
This Newbery Award winning novel
- follows Katie, a Japanese
American girl, growing up
in the 1950s with her
older sister Lynn. The
book focuses
relationship with her sister
=+ and how it changes as
they grow older, move across the
country, and as Lynn develops a mys-

ttaricisilinassthat rocks her family.
Grandfather és

Great
mer Godden
Keikois a sp0|Ied city child who is used
to getting her own way.
When her parents take a

England, Keiko must stay

Gram‘.;jather's Wlth her great grandpar'

House  § ents in the country where

she must learn to be gen-

tle, patient, and polite.

Lowji Discovers America by Can-

dace Fleming

Lowiji is crestfallen when he learns that
he has to leave behind
his home in India to
move to America. Worst

=of all, itéds

and he has no hope of

| meeting friends until

school begins. The only

thing that brightens his spirit is the pos-

sibility of owning a petd something he

could never do before. The only step

left is to convince the cranky, old land-

lord.

0 Teresa Stephens,

Media Specialist

(0]

threetweek Wicatiohto Da i sy
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On March 19, we held the
. second teacher and staff
alt appreciation lunch of the |
I\/i a school year to celebrate

Woodlin teachers and staff

at the University of Mary-
land College Park Cam-

pus on Saturday, April 25
from 10-4 p.m. There will

be many child-friendly
events and activities in-
cluding an insect petting
00, a chance to meet
Maryland basketball and
football players, fire safety & Lisa Alton
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. FLOWER '
I
While youbre
Fair on Sat.

1 ordered flowers. One of our

; volunteers will be glad to as-

I ha

! ' ‘ you. 1

! [ T LA

I S % you |

. @ . di dni

‘ a pre-
order,

I worry. -
We will have a limited supply

I kets for sale that day.

I I f you canot
friend or neighbor to get your
order. We can store flowers

! for teachers and staff only.

1 Al s o, weobdre |-
nursery truck early Saturday
May, 9, or during fair hours,

| please contact Vickie Rocha
or Michael Horowitz, horo-

' 6078.

I8 Vickie Rocha

. POWER!
I get to pick up your pre- I
sist !

: (@ place !

. € -&"

! don qt
of plants and hanging bas-

| flowers that day, please ask a -
over the weekend at Woodlin
unteers to help us unload the .

I'4-7 p.m. If you can help,
cha@msn.com or 301-588-

1 Flower Sale Coordinator

birthdays. They en-
joyed a lunch of barbe-
que provided by Ur-
ban Bar-B-Que Com-
pany in Sil-
ver Spring.
The lunch
was a great
success

<, ing their time, pre-
4 paring food and
donating funds to

make this event possible (See

Applause! Applause!
Applause!).

As a reminder,
teacher appreciation
week is right around
the corner—May 4-
8th. We will be send- M
ing information home
via the backpacks in
mid-April with details

Explore Maryland Day 2009
Iﬁalrylarhdq)ay \gvill%erheld v c(i)enlmﬁstrations, tours of

the wind tunnel and phys-
ics labs, livestock events
at the barn, carnival-type
rides, ROTC tanks/planes
to climb on, arts perform-
ances, etc. !

For full details, go to:
http://www.maryland
day.umd.edu/

=dy thanks to the many
= families that contrib-
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Staff Appreciation Luncheon Rocks!

about the events that are

planned for the week and how

you and your children can get
involved.

d Jeannette O'Connor, Eve
Zimmerman and Monica Kerns
Staff Appreciation Coordinators

Woodlin
PTA Website

The Woodlin PTA

website is chock-full
of useful and impor-
tant information. Get
the most updated in-

formation about
events and activities
at Woodlin. Go to
http://woodlinpta.org/

Parent Resource Center
April is National Garden Month. With our tough economy growing your own vegetables in cost-saving and healthy. April is also Fair
Housing Month. The Montgomery County Office of Human Rights will host a forum entitied: One Stop Housing Shop on Thursday, April
27 at Council Office Building, First Floor Auditorium, 100 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland.
oDondét forget to stop in the Parent
0 Shelly Duckett, Parent Resource Center

GREEN TIRS

Resource Room,

Move your desk next to the
natural light instead of electricity from a desk lamp. The
savings can be huge and you will help your utility bill
and the earth!
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Reading with Relatives:
Pictorial Essay

The Woodlin Parent Network sponsored a Read-
ing with Relatives on April 3. This entertaining
event was enjoyable to all.

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DATES

4/21 Tuesday, PreEarth Day Activities,
4/22 Wednesday, Earth Day Activities
4/23 Thursday, Scholastic Book Fair
4/24 Friday, Scholastic Book Fair
4/27-5/1/ Monday to Friday,
Terra Nova Testing, 2nd Grade
5/5 Tuesday, 5th Grade Class Photos
5/5 Tuesday, PTA Meeting
5/7 to 5/8 Thursday to Friday,
Kindergarten Orientation
5/9 Saturday, Spring Fair
5/19 Tuesday, Geography Bee, 3rd Grade
5/20 Wednesday. Geography Bee, 4th and 5th
5/25 Monday, , Memorial Day, NO SCHOOL
5/28 Thursday, Field Day, K, 1, 2, grades
5/29 Friday, Field Day, 3, 4, 5, grades
6/2 Tuesday, PTA Meeting

Applause! Applause! Applause!

Staff Appreciation Lunch Thanks
Thanks to everyone who contributed to a very successful Staff Appreciation Luncheon celebrating birthdays of teachers and staff. A big thank
you goes out to the following parents: Sandy Bake, Karen May Cabergas, Karla Silvestre, Shawnie Johnson, Sheryl Klein, Shanti Ramsaran,
Yoshiko Monterio, Carolyn Yancey, Pam Kelly, Hira Girglani, Jane Curtin, Lynne Yao, Robyn Seabrook, Liz Baldini, Lisa Alton, Ana Aslan, Elly
Sullivan, Adaora Azubike, Florence Koudrou, Theresa Davis, Adoa DaSilva, Anne Mutti, Julie Hemming Savage, Sara Morris, Mattie Sims,
Eno Isong, Ann Thompson, Jamenia Purnell, Laura Hessburg, Monica Feit, Cynthia Greer, Evita Smedley, Elizabeth Thomas, Sangita Leo-
nard, Riya Dhakal, Jane West, Joelle and Philippe Duputel, Marthea Wilson, Robin Brady, and Candace Olsson.
8 Jeannette O'Connor, Eve Zimmerman and Mongtatfidepnegiation Coordinators




