
Woodlin’s PTA website is sport-

ing a new look. Our reader-

friendly website includes the lat-

est news, events, opportunities 

and more. We hope you'll visit 

often at 

www.woodlinpta.org. Feedback 

is welcome, contact Jane Curtin, 

jane_curtin@yahoo.com. 

—Jane Curtin, Webmaster 

Woodlin Website Makeover 

O 
n behalf of 

the Woodlin 

PTA, Iôd like 

to welcome 

all of our children and 

families to a new year 

at Woodlin Elementary. 

Iôd especially like to 

welcome all of our new 

families; those of you 

with a child starting kin-

dergarten for the first 

time, and those of you 

who have recently 

moved or have a child 

that has changed 

schools. To both new 

and returning families, I 

want tell you that our 

PTA is planning an-

other exciting year at 

Woodlin. We have 

been working 

over the sum-

mer with our 

great Woodlin 

staff to create 

wonderful op-

portunities for 

our students 

this academic 

year. Here are 

some of the 

exciting plans for the 

2008-2009 school year: 

ǒExtensive and coordi-

nated after school club 

offerings, including aca-

demic clubs, science, 

language, and just-for-

fun clubs 

ǒFamily and community 

activities to bring our 

school community closer 

ǒHispanic Heri-

tage month cele-

brations during 

September and 

October, and 

Black History 

Month celebra-

tions during Feb-

ruary 

ǒOpening of a 

Parent Resource 

Room at the school 

ǒNewly updated and 

redesigned Woodlin 

PTA website: 

www.woodlinpta.org 

ǒCultural arts assem-

blies during the school 

year including gymnas-

tics, music, and more 

ǒGreat family events 
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FIRST PTA Meeting  

 

Date: Tuesday, 

September 9th 

Time: 6:00 Pizza 

 6:30 Meeting 

Place: Woodlin  

All Purpose Room 

Woodlin Elementary 

President Lynne Yao 
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(continued from page 1) 

including International Night, 

Winter Festival, Spring Fair, 

and more 

ǒFundraising activities that 

are fun and help pay for club 

scholarships, events, and 

more 

We are having our first PTA 

meeting on Tuesday, Sep-

tember 9th from 6:00-8:30. 

Free pizza will be served to 

all from 6:00-6:30, and free 

babysitting is offered during 

the meeting. Come, bring a 

friend, and learn more about 

our PTA! 

ðLynne Yao 
 

2008-09 Woodlin PTA Membership Drive  
Late August ïEarly November  

 

The Woodlin PTA depends on your membership dues and donations to support our 

many programs.  PTA dues help fund important activities such as:  after-school clubs, tutoring,  

science programs, the foreign language program (FLES), special grade-level activities, student 

directory, newsletter, supplementary breakfast and lunch meals for kids in need, dinner and 

babysitting during PTA meetings, and many other great activities and events. 

None of these programs would exist without the support of parents, teachers, school adminis-

trators, and an active PTA. Membership fees are only $10 per person ða small investment 

toward making Woodlin a great place for YOUR kids to learn and grow. Additional dona-

tions are gratefully accepted.  

Everyone must rejoin and pay dues every year!  
 

*******Join by September 30
th

 ******** 

Our annual Sally Foster gift 

wrap and chocolate drive 

will begin soon. Catalogs will 

go 

home 

with 

students in backpacks be-

fore long. You donõt want to 

miss the opportunity to 

help 

our 

stu-

dents 

at 

Wood-

lin! The 

Sally Foster 

drive helps 

the PTA plan 

various ac-

tivities 

throughout the school year.  

   Get an early jump on holi-

days, birthdays, and other 

special occasions. Ask 

neighbors, friends, rela-

tives, and 

others to 

purchase 

fabulous 

gift wrap and scrumptious 

chocolate and more!  

Sally Foster Returns  
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Help Our Kids!   

Support The Woodlin 

PTA. Join Today!  

Presidentõs  

Chat  

 



Anticipation, joy, anxiety, 

and excitement are some of 

the feelings that students, 

parents, and staff experi-

ence at the beginning of a 

new school year. For many 

children, transitioning into a 

new school or grade can be 

challenging and stressful. 

The National Mental Health 

Association is helping kids 

and their families get off to a 

healthy start by providing tools and 

tips for good mental health. Their back 

to school campaign focuses on in-

creased awareness of the integral role 

mental wellness plays in the school 

life and overall healthy development of 

children.  

At Woodlin, we believe that academic 

success, social relationships, and be-

havior are directly connected to the 

mental and emotional wellness of chil-

dren. It is essential that students begin 

each school year with a positive ex-

perience and attitude that will sustain 

them during the year.  

Parents who take an active role in 

their childôs education can ensure a 

healthy transition and prevent poten-

tial problems from developing. The 

National Mental Health Association of-

fers the following tips for parents to use 

in supporting their children through the 

start of school and beyond: 

ǒExpress interest and enthusiasm 

about the start of the school year. If 

you are confident and excited, your 

child will be too. 

ǒAttend open house and take a walk 

around the school with your child and 

locate his or her classrooms, lunch-

room, playground, and restrooms. 

This will help your child to feel more 

comfortable with his or her 

surroundings and prevent 

feeling lost on the first day. 

ǒTake time to listen to your 

child and discuss aspects 

of the new school year that 

may appear to be scary or 

challenging. 

ǒSpend time each day 

talking to your child about 

what happened in school. 

Give positive feedback 

about his or her new experiences. 

ǒPraise and encourage your child to 

become involved with school activities 

and try new opportunities.  

ǒAttend school functions and stay in-

volved in your childôs education. Children 

whose parents are more involved with 

their education have greater academic 

success, are better adjusted, and are 

less likely to drop out of school. 

ǒMake a point to learn not just about 

your childôs physical development, but 

his or her social and emotional devel-

opment as well. This will help you to 

notice when your child is experiencing 

stress, anxiety or other mental health 

problems that are not normal or typical. 

Though most children adjust to their 

new surroundings within a few days or 

weeks, some have greater difficulty. If 

you feel that your child is experiencing 

an unusual amount of social or emo-

tional stress associated with the start 

of school, please contact your childôs 

teacher or the school counselor. We 

look forward to a wonderful start to the 

school year! 

For additional information on NMHAôs 

Back to School Campaign, visit 

www.nmha.org. 

ðSarah Sirgo 

Stay connected to the Woodlin par-

ent community by joining the 

Woodlin e-mail listserv. Once you 

join, you will receive and be able to 

post e-mail messages on any school 

or educational related issues. It is a 

great way to communicate with 

other parents and stay informed of 

school events. 

   Send a message to woodlnpt-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com to 

subscribe. 

ʺIdentify yourself in the subject 
line as a Woodlin parent.  Your list-

serv subscription will be activated 

within 24 hours. 

ʺSign your name on all your e-mails. 
Include your e-mail address if you are 

asking others to reply to you, and ask 

them to reply to you directly, rather 

than to the entire listserv. 

ʺDo not forward a personal e-mail 
from someone to the entire listserv 

without the original sender’s permis-

sion. 

ʺDo not include the names of 
staff, parents, and especially Wood-

lin students in your discussions of 

sensitive topics. 

ʺDisagree in a friendly and respect-
ful manner and avoid speculation. 

ʺOur PTA is exempt from federal 
income tax because it is a non-

partisan nonprofit organization. Be-

cause of this, the listserv cannot be 

used for political campaigning, how-

ever, it is fine to talk about political 

issues.  

   We look forward to hearing from 

you!  

   If you have any questions, please 

contact the Deb Ferrin at woodlnpt-

owner@yahoogroups.com. 

—Deb Ferrin, List Moderator 

Back to School Transitions  

Link Up with 

Woodliners  
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PRINCIPALõS CORNER 
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Woodlin PTA Board members  

Innovative? Enjoy planning healthy and fun outdoor 

activities for students? Woodlin PTA needs you as the 

Health and Safety Committee Chair. Oversee all com-

mittee activities, work with lead volunteers, and at-

tend PTA Board meeting. Perfect for working or stay -

at -home parentñschool hours work is not required.  

Contact Karen Sharp at vp@woodlinpta.org.  

8/29  Friday Cultural Arts Assembly  9:AM 

9/1    Monday Labor Day NO  SCHOOL 

9/3    Wednesday Back To School Night 

            3rd, 4th, 5th, Upper LFI 

9/4    Thursday Back to School Night 

            1st, 2nd, Primary LFI 

9/29  Monday Early Release Day 

9/30  Tuesday Rosh Hashanah NO SCHOOL 

There are so many ways 

you can help to contrib-

ute to the Woodlin 

PTA. Here are a few 

easy ways to assist: 

Cut 

out 

the 

School Box Tops on 

Kleenex boxes, cereal 

boxes and other prod-

ucts. 

Be sure 

you 

have 

regis-

tered 

your Giant and Safeway 

cards to Woodlin Ele-

mentary. 

You have 

to renew 

each card 

every 

year.  

Use www.boxtops4educa 

ation.com or www.school 

pop.com 

when 

shopping 

on-line. Part of your pur-

chase can benefit Woodlin.  

Save all your 2008 

Snider's 

receipts 

and send 

to the PTA. Snider’s con-

tribution is based on our 

receipts. 

—Chris Rutledge,  

     Fundraising 

Painless Fundraising  

IMPORTANT DATES  

WANTED: Creative Volunteer 

PTA 

Hard  

at Work  
 

Woodlin PTA has 

already  been hard 

at work! A Back to 

School Breakfast 

was hosted by the 

Woodlin PTA on 

Friday, August 

22nd to welcome 

the Woodlin teach-

ers for another 

school year! 

Chris Rutledge      Fundraising  

 

Yvette Harris        Events  

 

Abbi Lichenstein     Enrichment  

 

Sara Morris        MCCPTA Rep  

 

Jennifer Smakula  Principal  

                                         Designees  

Kate bradshaw       principal  

                                         designee  

Lynne Yao   President  

 

Karen Sharp  Vice Presiden t  

 

Sydney Trent  Secretary  

 

Lois Trojan     Treasurer  

 

Laurie McWright  Membership  

 

Karla Silvestre   Family &  

                                         Community  
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LEAD VOLUNTEER MEETING on Thurs-

day, August 28th from 7-9 PM. Check 

the listserv for location.  


